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9:35 a.m. at LBLC, 1st Sun. only




Dear Sisters and Brothers Christ,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Once upon a time a little river said to itself, “I'm going to become a great and mighty
river.” And that little river worked very hard at getting big. In the process, the river encountered a huge
boulder which blocked its path. “No way,” it said, “I'm not going to let this rock stop me.” So the little
river pushed and pushed until it finally made its way around the massive rock.

Next, the river encountered a tall mountain. “No way,” said the little river, “I'm not about to let any old
mountain stop me from becoming big. So, it pushed and pushed and pushed once more until it finally
carved a canyon through the mountain and flowed on its way.

After that, the river came to an enormous forest. “Absolutely not!” it cried. “I’'m not going to allow a
bunch of trees to stop me.” So it pushed and pushed until it made its way through the expansive forest.

The river, now large and very powerful, arrived at the edge of a vast desert. “Ha,” it said, “There’s no
way that I'm going to let a desert stop me. But as the river pushed and pushed its way across the
desert, the hot sand began soaking up its water until only a few puddles remained.

The river was silent and quivering in its defeat. It was e ———
then, however, when the river heard a voice from above.
“My child,” it said, “Stop pushing and don’t give up. Allis
not lost. It's time to surrender. Surrender to me and | will
lift you up and over this obstacle that you yourself cannot
overcome. Allow me to lift you up. Let me carry you.”
The river, exhausted and in despair said, “Here | am; let it
be with me.”

The sun then lifted the river up and turned it into a great
cloud. And the wind carried the river across the desert and
let it rain down on the hills and valleys of the far away
fields, making them fruitful and rich.

Ambition, confidence, and determination are wonderful
attributes. However, when they are depended upon apart from God who created them and us, they are
not likely to get us very far, at least not for very long. The truth is we will all come to our various deserts
in this life—failure, rejection, insecurity, major disappointments, loss, etc.—when we will need some-
thing or someone outside ourselves to get us through. It is then, that we will hear most profoundly God
calling to us, “My child, stop pushing. Don’t give up. Allis not lost. It's time to surrender. Surrender to
me and | will lift you up and over this obstacle that you yourself cannot overcome. Please, allow me to
lift you up. Let me carry you.”

Of course, there is even better news for each of us. We don’t have to wait for the desert experience.
God is here right now calling to each of us, “Let go. Surrender to me. You don’t have to do it all your-
self. In fact, you can’t. Please, allow me to be your God. Fear not, for | am with you. Together we can
do incredible things. Together we can make an incredible difference in the world. Trust me.”

Can you hear him calling? He desperately wants to lift each of us up and over whatever it is that
keeps us from being the people he created us to be. With God even the impossible becomes possible.

Yours in Christ,

Randy Whitehead



New Life Lutheran Church
Unapproved Minutes
December 11, 2019

New Life Lutheran Church Council met at 7:30 p.m. on
December 11, 2019 at NLLC in Rothsay, MN. Present
were: Mike Heidecker, Jessi Christ, Kristi Pfingsten,
John Reber, Steph Curtis, Jessica Nelson, Lorin Han-
sen, Joyce Peterson, Pastor Randy, Patrice Ziegler
and Renae Froslie.

The meeting opened with devotions from Renae

1.0 John made a motion to approve the amended
agenda, Jessi seconded it, motion carried.
2.0 John made a motion to approve the minutes from
Nov. 2019, Joyce seconded it, motion carried.
3.0 John made a motion to approve the treasurer’s
report, Jessi seconded it, motion carried.
4.0 Ongoing Business
4.1 Milestone Ministry
Has been canceled for the present time. Randy
will continue to meet with the Thursday afternoon
group
4.2 Technology Update.
No discussion
4.3 Sound System staffing
John will follow up with Gavin
4.4 Job Descriptions
Secretary/Office Manager job description has
been updated.
4.5 Chair Update
Chairs were ordered.
4.6 Employee Reviews
Will take place on January 5th.
4.7 Stewardship Campaign
Phase one has been completed
Phase two is under way. Pledge cards should be
turned into the office.
5.0 New Business
5.1 NW MN Synod. 155 out of 223 churches have
given to the Synod. NLLC is one of the 155.
Letter from Partners asking for donations. Founda-
tion will look into giving some money to them.
Church Insurance —Two complementary freeze de-
tectors. Lorin will check on this
5.2 Upcoming events
December 24th Christmas Eve Service
Dec. 26th—Jan. 2nd Randy is on Vacation
January 26th Annual Meeting and Potluck
January 26th Sunday School Sings in Church?
5.3 Weather Related protocol
Announcements with KVLY and WDAY. Also
Facebook and the website/app.

5.4 Custodial Job Description

John made a motion to update the custodian job
description. Joyce seconded it. Motion carried

Steph will talk to them about what they are doing.
6.0 Pastor’s Report—
Randy will be taking December 26—January 2 off for
vacation. He was wondering if the nominating report
could be place in the newsletter.
7.0 Youth Director’s Report — No Report
8.0 Office Manager’s Report— No Report
9.0 WELCA - No Report
10. NLLC Foundation Report—No Report
11. Committee Reports
Worship and Music: Still working on special music for
Christmas Eve.
Education: Steph will talk to Steph Olson about a regu-
lar singing schedule for the Sunday School. Joyce made
a recommendation to have an accompanist for the Sun-
day School.
Evangelism and Mission/Family Life and Social
Concerns: They received $160 in cash that will be di-
vided between the two counties (Wilkin/Ottetail)
Church Property: Furnace tech came in. Plumber came
to clean the valve on the urinal to keep it from sticking.
Stewardship: See 4.7

Meeting closed at 9:25 with the Lord’s Prayer.
Council meetings will be held at 6:30pm starting next
month.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kristi Pfingsten

Joint Council Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
December 11, 2019

Jeff Anderson and Steve Froslie represented LB.

Joyce made a motion to update the Secretary/Office
Manager Job Description. Steve seconded the motion.
Motion Carried.

Steph made a motion to move forward with the hiring of
Patrice Ziegler as the new secretary/office manager.
John seconded the motion. Motion carried. Her official
start date is January 15th.

LB will serve the 2nd Lenten Meal
Staff Reviews will be January 5, 2020. A formal re-
minder will be sent out to all of those involved.

Joint Meeting was adjourned.
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HAPPY NEW YEARI!

To speak of a Christmas centered on Christ himself
is redundant because the true wmeaning of this fes-
tivity Ls to celebrate the birth of baby Jesus, the Son
of God, He came into this world to fulfill the great
wmission that was prepared {or him, and this was to
free the world from the chains of stn.

Christmas and New Year are to be experience
together with the family, to commemorate the bivth
of baby Jesus and to welcome the coming year.

You cawn help other people rethink about the bm-
portance andl true meaning of these beautiful holi-
days. For that we offer You some excellent congrat-
ulatory texts that you can shave via soctal net-
works, so choose the ones You Like most, they are
free!

= “If, whew You think about the year that is end-
ing, You find that Your faith has grown, thew You
are ow the right track, Do not stop  dolng good
deeds and God will bless You abundantly in this
2022

~ “Nobody is exenpt from having problems in thelr
Lives, but God is so righteous that he does not senol
a problem without a solutlon so that we can over-
come it, making us wiser people, Have a happy and
Prosperous New Year, “

~ “True happiness is obtatned through acts of kind-
ness filled with Loved that we have with our Loved
ones, our friends and our nelghbors, Happy a New
Year filled with many blessings,

“No wmatter the size of the problem you are faclng or

if the situation seems impossible to solve, If You
lkeeep Your fatth tntact, God will help you over-
come everything. Congratulations on this New
Year once again.”

May everything you do tn this New Year be in
the name of our Lovd Jesus Christ, that way He
will bring prosperity into your life, May you
and your family have a Happy New Year.”
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honor and respect to the

Youw shall gi

elderly, in the fear © ’J am Jehovah.

Leviticus 19:32

The following is a list of our members who are either
in a nursing home or are homebound. If you are
nearby and have a few minutes to spare, most of
them would love to have you stop by and say Hello.
You can always call ahead and see if a visit would be
welcomed.

Berdella Sogn ~ 394 Woodland Dr. #1009,
Fergus Falls. (Phone 998-7262)

Alvin Johnson ~ 394 Woodland Dr. #110,
Fergus Falls. (Phone 998-7262)

Debbie Faulkner ~ 1131 Mabelle Ave. Room B-209
Fergus Falls (Pioneer Care)

Cynthia, (Pioneer Care) Coordinator (218-739-7700)

Lonny Western ~ 117 E Hilltop Dr. Fergus Falls
(218-739-5613)

Delores Lerbakken ~ Rosewood on Broadway,
1351 N. Broadway, Fargo, (701-277-7999)

Gilman Nord ~ 215 E. Skogmo Blvd. Apt.13 Fergus
Falls, MN 56537

Phyllis Balken ~ 1315 S. Mable Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 (218-998-9974)

If you know of someone who should be on this list,
please call Kristi at the church office.




Attention Shoppers!!!

The holiday shopping season is upon us and we need your help! We are accepting new items to put to-
gether raffle baskets for our Meatball Dinner Fundraiser. We all love a great deal so please be on the
lookout for items to donate to make our baskets great! Here is a list of items we are currently looking for:

Snow Day Fun

Toboggan

Saucer sled

Snowball maker

Igloo maker

Snow paint

Chap stick

Hot chocolate
Marshmallows

Hand warmers

Boot warmers

Mittens (adult and children)
Hats (adult and children)
Gloves (adult and children)
Scarves

Winter Survival Kit
Collapsible Shovel

Hats

Scarves

Mittens

Hand warmers

Boot warmers

Matches

Flashlight

Granola Bars

Jumper Cables

Small galvanized can and candle
Blanket

First aid kit

Spare Batteries for flashlight
Pencil and paper

Red bandana

Movie Night
Microwave popcorn

Flavored popcorn salts
Family friendly movies
Comedy movies
Western movies

Pop

Movie candy

Popcorn bowl

Popcorn bags
Snuggly Blanket

Kid’s Creation
Washable Markers
Paints

Paint brushes
Playdough
Crayons
Construction Paper
Kids scissors

Glue sticks
Coloring books
Stickers

Googly eyes

Pipe cleaners
Foam shapes
Drawing paper

Spa at Home
Basket

Lotions

Bath salts
Bathrobe

Fluffy slippers
Facial Kits
Massage oils
Pedicure kit
Manicure kit

Bath gels

Bath poofs

Loofa scrubs
Relaxation candle
Relaxation CD
Any items for self-pampering!!!

Wrap it up!
Christmas wrapping paper

Birthday wrapping paper

Baby wrapping shower paper
Wedding wrapping paper

Bows

Assorted Ribbon (tulle, satin, etc.)
Scissors

Scotch tape

Gift bags

Tissue paper

Gift tags

Baker’s Dream
Rolling pin

Rolling board with cloth cover
Assorted cookie cutters
Cookie stamps
Cookie scoops
Measuring cups
Measuring spoons
Cookie Sheets
Bundt cake pan
Cake pan
Sprinkles

Colored sugars
Cupcake liners
Cupcake tin

Flat spatula
Apron

Oven Mitts

Mixing Bowl

Hand held mixer
Assorted extracts

Game Night
Board games — Adult and children’s

games
Card games — Adult and children’s
games

Regular decks of cards

Dice

Dice shaker

Snacks — chex mix, microwave pop-
corn

Pop

Small note pads for score keeping

If you come across great deals on other items such as electronics, small kitchen appliances, etc. those

make great raffle items too!!

There will be baskets available at the church for you to leave your donations. Keep your receipts to turn
them into the church office to get your last minute tax deductions.

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”
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| Am the New Year

-,
Bible Illustrator ' 4,%“::» s
il am the new year. | am an '
unspoiled page in your book ‘
Circle Meetings of time. _
Little Bethany WELCA H
2:00 pm Tuesday, December 10" {1 am your next chance at the art of living. | am your op-
NLLC WELCA MEETING i portunity to practice what you have learned about life
QO pm Tuesday, December 10" i during the last twelve months.

gAII that you sought and didn’t find is hidden in me, i
: waiting for you to search it but with more determination.

Mant to thank the congregations for allm EAII the good that you tried for and didn’t achieve is mine
the donations of fabrics, kit items, and other i to grant when you have fewer conflicting desires.

needed supplies. Without these donations we
would not have been able to accomplish all i All that you dreamed but didn’t dare to do, all that you

that we did. As this project has on-going : hoped but did not will, all the faith that you claimed but

needs, we ask that you keep your eyes open idid not have—these slumber lightly, waiting to be awak- :
for the’se kit items ened by the touch of a strong purpose.

Layettes flam your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Him
6 month to 24 month t-shirts (please no onS|es) i who said, "Behold, | make all things new."

Jacket, sweatshirt, or sweater -
*Sleepers (no feet) | < ==
Socks ~ee’
Receiving blankets Q
*Flat fold Diapers @
Diaper pins
Hand towels
Bath Towels
*Bath size soap
Toothbrushes

is like a book.
Some chapters are sad, some happy

and some exciting.

School Kits
Scissors blunt end

Crayons—24 ct. But if you never turn the page, you |

#2 Pencil : :
enciis will never know what the next

Rulers

Ballpoint Pens CIpEeRg

Erasers Wishing you the best chapter yet

Notebooks 70 pages Wide ruled in this coming

Good Used or new sheets. Any size. (/%&)ZEZ/ /

Thank you, :




Applying Bible Principles

Two men were visiting a factory where they were shown the rooms where huge machines were operating.
Inside those rooms, the noise level was extremely high. Then the guide showed them a smaller room which was
very quiet. One of the men commented that there was not much going on in this particular room. To which the
guide replied, “This is the most important room in the entire plant. This is where the power comes from to run
the huge machines. We call this room ‘The Quiet Room.”” In the same way, the “power room” of the Christian
life is the place where we daily meet and commune with God. It’s where we find strength and power to meet
the challenges that await us. Why don’t we do that more often? Why for many of us is our private time of devo-
tions sort of “hit and miss,” with a greater emphasis on the “miss” than on the “hit”? Could it be that we do not
sense our need of spending time alone with God each day?

The apostle Paul wrote, “Not that we are competent of ourselves to claim anything as coming from us; our
competence is from God” (2 Cor. 3:5). In other words, on our own, we cannot live the Christian life. We are
powerless to be what God wants us to be and to live as God wants us to live. “Our competence comes from
God.” That is why it’s important for us to make time in our busy schedules for time alone with God.

Horatio Bonar, a minister who lived in the 1800s, knew this truth. This is how he expressed it in one of his
hymns:

Here, O my Lord, | see Thee face to face; Here would | touch and handle things unseen;

Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

Here would | feed upon the bread of God, Here drink with Thee the royal wine of Heaven;
Here would | lay aside each earthly load, Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.

I have no help but Thine; nor do | need Another arm save Thine to lean upon;

It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed; My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.

Think about this: There is no demand made upon your life or mine which isn’t a demand upon the life of
Christ in us. Only as we spend time alone with him, meditating upon the Word of God, bringing our requests in
prayer, and receiving fresh strength can we be the kind of Christian God wants us.

Do you want to be effective in serving the Lord here at New Life? Do you want to do more than just go
through the motions of Christian service? Do you want your efforts to make an impact on people for the sake of
the Gospel and for eternity? Then realize that your strength and power come only from the “power room” of
spending time daily in the Lord’s presence so that you will have all that you need for the day ahead.

To Start A New Year

Anonymous
"A new year is unfolding—Iike a blossom ;
with petals curled tightly concealing the beauty within. Wlbh O
Lord, let this year be filled with the things that are truly good— 8|| UhlﬂSS are
with the comfort of warmth in our relationships, pp&g.ble
with the strength to help those who need our help ? l 5

MATTHEW 19:26

and the humility and openness to accept help from others.

As we make our resolutions for the year ahead,
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Kid's Page

Want to make your own Crystal Snowflakes?

S N O\/‘éF ]_A K ES Here's what you need:

white pipe cleaners

string

~ wire cutters {or old scissors that you don't care about}
i pencil

wide mouth pint mason jar

water

borax

food coloring {optional}

Start by cutting your pipe cleaner into thirds. Take two pieces and make an
X. Then wrap one around the other. Repeat with the other piece to make a
snowflake shape. Tie the string onto one of the ends.

Place it in the mason jar to figure out where to tie the string to the pencil.
You don't want the snowflake to touch the sides or the bottom of the jar or

else it will become crystallized to the jar. | trimmed the ends a little bit so it
would fit better. Once you have the snowflakes hanging in the center of the jar, remove them.

Fill the jar with boiling water. Add food coloring, if desired. Add 6 T. borax
to pint jars. {or 12 T. to quart jars} Stir until dissolved. | found it was easier
to pour some borax into a bowl for the kids to measure out.

Then place your snowflake back in the jar. Make sure that it's not touching
the sides or bottom of the jar. Now comes the hard part. You have to wait

overnight for the crystals to form.

| pulled them out the next morning and put them on a paper towel to
dry. You can see that the blue one is just lightly colored. We used
probably 12 drops of food coloring. The kids thought this was really
cool. 1 did too. I've made quite a few for the tree and am still going to
make a few more.

So what do you do when your jar has crystals all over the bottom?

Here's the trick. Pour a little boiling water in it and grab a fork to
scrape the bottom a little and they'll come right off. Sometimes it will come out with super hot tap water too.

| had a hard time finding borax, but finally found it at Walmart. The two local grocery stores didn't have it. It's in the
laundry soap aisle. | may try them with colored pipe cleaners. It might give it kind of a frosted look. | love projects
like this. You can mess around with different things. If it doesn't work, oh well...since it doesn't cost much.



Youth Minis]x Pencil in on
Ny ZONE your calendars

Sunday January 12th
Leave NLLC at 2:15
Skyzone 3-4
Back at NLLC around 4:30
$10 if you have Skyzone socks
$12 If you do not.
Extra money for snacks.

Service Opportunity

January 26th
1-2 pm
Making Valentines

For
Shut ins and Veterans
ALSO

Ice Cream Bar

A ¢ Bring Your Favorite Topping.
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1/1 ~ Jessica Brandt

1/1 ~ Charles Dupree
1/1 ~ Michelle Dupree
1/1 ~ Danielle Moen

1/1 ~ Treston Petersen
1/1 ~ Cory Rian

1/2 ~ Donna Larson

1/2 ~ Marilyn Moen

1/2 ~ Nathan Ziegler

1/3 ~ Roger Jorgenson
1/4 ~ Sandra Amundson
1/4 ~ Jacob Dunbar

1/4 ~ Andrea Froslie

1/6 ~ Linda Froslie

1/6 ~ Alan Haugrud

1/7 ~ Eian Erickson

1/7 ~ Diane Huso

1/7 ~ Justin Nord

1/7 ~ Curtis Opsahl

1/11 ~ Dean Danielson
1/11 ~ Summer Wigdahl
1/12 ~ Sarah Peterson
1/14 ~ Brianna Erickson
1/15 ~ Gary Brandt

1/15 ~ Gayla Western
1/16 ~ Linda Haarstad

The following is a list of the January birthdays as listed in our
church records. If your name should be on the list and isn’t (or
is on the list and shouldn’t be), please call the church office.

1/17 ~ Sue Erickson
1/19 ~ Kim Lang

1/19 ~ Lucas Nord

1/19 ~ David Opsahl
1/19 ~ Ashley Watterud
1/22 ~ Myrna Anderson
1/22 ~ Jan Boyce

1/23 ~ Dan Amundson
1/23 ~ Cole Lang

1/23 ~ Cory Moen

1/24 ~ Elaine Amundson
1/24 ~ Sandra Fosse
1/24 ~ Diane Kunze
1/25 ~ Avis Wiese

1/26 ~ Wylie Brenden
1/26 ~ Madison Honer
1/26 ~ Chris Watterud
1/27 ~ Jessica Holland
1/27 ~ Elise Whitehead
1/28 ~ Thomas Webster
1/29 ~ Joyce Peterson
1/30 ~ Brett Froslie
1/30 ~ Donna Nord

1/31 ~ Gene Amundson
1/31 ~ Cheryl Erickson
1/31 ~ Chad Sogge

The following is a list of the January Anniversaries as
listed in our church records. If your names should be on
the list and aren’t or are on the list and shouldn’t be),
please call the church office.

1/2 ~ Orrin and Bonnie Sorum
1/5 ~ Breck & Molly Eckley
1/11 ~ Adrian & Cindy Haugrud
1/12 ~ Llyal & Eileen Braton
1/22 ~ David and Laura Simmer

December
SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS

January 5

January 12
January 19
January 26

Website/Mobile Directory/App
Website: www.newlifeparish.net
Mobile Directory: https://
mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/177579/new-life-

lutheran-church
Access Code: 92017
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SCRIPTURE READERS
FOR DECEMBER

January 5

January 12
January 19
January 26

App: Download _
sharefaith app ’ S:ﬂi
from google play or @ g
the app store. L
Open sharefaith app
Church is




New Life Lutheran Church NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATION
PO Box 278 U.S. POSTAGE PAID
102 Main Ave. West PERMIT NO. 6

Rothsay, MN 56579 ROTHSAY, MN 56579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME»
«ADDRESS1»
«CITY, STATE» «Z1P»

January Bible Reading Schedule:
New Life News is a monthly publication of New Life Lutheran

Church and Little Bethany Lutheran Church. Articles are due by Jan 1: Gen 1-3 Jan 16: Gen 12-15
the 15th each month. Jan 2: Gen 4-7 Jan 17: Gen 16-18
. Jan 3: Gen 8-11 Jan 18: Gen 19-21
. -\ Jan 4:Job 1-5 Jan 19: Gen 22-24
New L]fe L Jan 5: Job 6-9 Jan 20: Gen 25-26
LUTHERAN CHURCH Jan 6: Job 10-13 Jan 21: Gen 27-29
Pastor: Rev. Randy Whitehead Jan 7:Job 14-16 Jan 22: Gen 30-31
Office Manager: Patrice Ziegler Jan 8:Job 17-20 Jan 23: Gen 32-34
Youth Director Jessica Nelson Jan 9: Job 21-23 Jan 24: Gen 35-37
Jan 10: Job 24-28 Jan 25: Gen 38-40
(218) 867-6557 Jan 11: Job 29-31 Jan 26: Gen 41-42
e-mail: newlife@rtelnet.net Jan 12:Job 32-34 Jan 27: Gen 43-45
www.newlifeparish.net Jan 13: Job 35-37 Jan 28: Gen 46-47
Jan 14: Job 38-39 Jan 29: Gen 48-50

Jan 15: Job 40-42 Jan 30: Ex 1-3

Jan 31: Ex 4-6
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