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New Life News is a monthly publication of New Life Lutheran Church  and  Little Bethany Lutheran Church.  
Articles are due by the 15th each month. 

 
             Pastor:  Rev. Randy Whitehead 

             Administrative Assistant: Lori Ryan 
            Youth Director: Jessica Nelson 

 

    e-mail: newlife@rtelnet.net 
    www.newlifeparish.net 

New Life Lutheran Church  
PO Box 278 
102 Main Ave. West 
Rothsay, MN  56579 
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November Scheduled Events 
 
November 2nd—All Saints Sunday 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 
8:45 am LB Worship at Little Bethany 
9:00 am Coffee & fellowship at New Life 
9:30 am Coffee & Fellowship at Little Bethany 
10:00 am Worship at New Life  
 
November 3rd 
9:00 am Tia Ji Quan Class 
 
November 5th 
Quilted Footprints –Private Event 
5:30 pm Confirmation 
6:00 pm 56er’s grade youth group 
 
November 6th 
Quilted Footprints –Private Event 
9:00 am Tia Ji Quan Class 
 
November 7th 
Quilted Footprints –Private Event 
 
November 8th 
Quilted Footprints –Private Event 
 
November 9th—Veterans Recognition 
8:45 am LB Worship at Little Bethany 
9:00 am Coffee & fellowship at New Life 
10:00 am Worship at New Life  
 
November 10th 
9:00 am Tia Ji Quan Class 
 
November 12th 
10:00 am Mission Quilters 
5:30 pm Confirmation 
6:30 pm NLLC Council Meeting 
 
November 13th 
9:00 am Tia Ji Quan Class 
 

November 15th 
10:00 am Pine Pot Class in Barnesville 
 
November 16th 
8:45 am LB Worship at Little Bethany 
9:00 am Coffee & fellowship at New Life 
10:00 am Worship at New Life  
 
November 17th 
9:00 am Tia Ji Quan Class 
6:30 pm Lions Club Meeting 
 
November 19th 
5:30 pm Confirmation 
6:00 pm 56er’s grade youth group 
 
November 20th 
9:00 am Tia Ji Quan Class 
 
November 23rd 
8:45 am LB Worship at Little Bethany 
9:00 am Coffee & fellowship at New Life 
10:00 am Worship at New Life  
7:00 pm Community Thanksgiving Worship at    
     Rothsay Baptist Church 
 
November 24th 
9:00 am Tia Ji Quan Class 
 
 
November 27th 
Thanksgiving 
 
November 30th 
8:45 am LB Worship at Little 
Bethany 
9:00 am Coffee & fellowship at 
New Life 
10:00 am Worship at New Life  

New Life Lutheran Church & Liȱle Bethany Lutheran Church 
www.newlifeparish.net 
New Life oȫce hours: 

Wednesday’s 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
newlife@rtelnet.net or 218-867-6557 
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NLLC COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Heather Nelson, President 
     218-770-9577    Heather.Nelson@state.mn.us 
 

Jessi Lehn, Vice President 
    218-329-7496 jessibcolby@gmail.com 
 

Heather Reber,  Secretary 
     218-770-8146  heatherreber4@gmail.com 
 

Joyce Peterson, Community Care Committee     
 218-770-4006    mjpeterson@rothsay.us    
 

Jessica Nelson, Worship & Music Committee 
   701-412-6512 jessica.l.krick@gmail.com  
 

Stephanie Olson, Education Committee  
     218-867-2546    stepholson80@gmail.com 
 

Brad Schmidt, Youth Committee 
     701-318-4181  bschmidt@mdf.coop 
 

Stephanie Curtis, Stewardship Committee  
     218-731-9406  stephcurtis1975@gmail.com 
 

Marlowe Rasmusson, Property Committee 
     218-770-1045    marlowe@rtelnet.net 

SERVICE GROUP LEADERS  
 
November 
 Matt & Missy Amundson 
 Chad & Heather Nelson 
 
December 
 Nicholas & Nancy Aaberg 
 Casey & Stephanie Curtis 
 
January 
 Mike & Kristen Heidecker 
 Brandon & Hillary Langfeld 
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Golden Manor Communities  
has opened a new assisted living and 
memory care facility in Barnesville at 

112 4th Ave E.   
A flyer with more details is  

posted on our bulletin board. 
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SCRIPTURE READERS FOR NOVEMBER  
 
 November 2nd:   
   November 9th:   
 November 16th:   
 November 23rd:   
   November 30th: 
   
 We are always looking for volunteers for     

future readings. If you would like to          
volunteer, please contact the church office 
at 218-867-6557 or email new-
life@rtelnet.net. 

 
                Website/App 
                 Website:  www.newlifeparish.net 

 
 
 
 

 
App:  Download sharefaith app from google play or  
the app store. Open sharefaith app Church is  

NLLC Rothsay 
 

Find  us on Facebook at New Life Lutheran 
Church  

 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS 
FOR NOVEMBER 

 
  

 November 2nd:  Nate Zieger 
   November 9th:  John & Heather Reber 
 November 16th:  Jessica Nelson 
 November 23rd:  Jennifer Honer 
   November 30th: Stephanie Curtis 
 

We are always looking for volunteers to run 
our sound system. If you would like to           

volunteer, please contact the church office. 
Training is available. 

11.01: Collen Conley-Brusven 
11.01: Keith Grunewald 
11:01: Jessi Lehn 
11.02: Nancy Aaberg 
11.02: Charles Neuleib 
11.04: Travis Olson 
11.05: Michael Heidecker 
11.06: Preston Curtis 
11.06: Sophie Schmidt 
11.07: Molly Eckley 
11.07: Kari Johnson 
11.07: Livvy Oien-Wander 
11.08: Wanda Flatin 
11.08: LouAnn Opsahl 
11.09: John Aaberg 

11.09: Matthew Balken 
11.09: Brett Brenden 
11.11: Sara Umlauf 
11.12: Lori Jorgenson 
11.12: Oliver Watterud 
11.13: Tydan Holland 
11.14: Paul Jorgenson 
11.17: Isabelle Hanson 
11.18: Chase Balken 
11.18: Irving Johnson 
11.20: Margaret Brenden 
11.21: Rylie Ziegler 
11.22: Jaxon Eckley 
11.22: Abigail Watterud 
11.23: Bradley Erickson 

This is the list of birthdays 
as listed in our church     

records for this month.  If 
your name should be on the 
list and isn’t (or is on the list 

and shouldn’t be), please 
call the church office.   

This is the list of Anniversaries as 
listed in our church records for this 
month.  If your names should be on 
the list and aren’t or are on the list 
and shouldn’t be),  please call the 

church office. 

11.03:  Nathan & Patrice Ziegler 
11.09:  Ralph & Roberta Ouse 
11.19:  Chris & Erin Watterud 
11.26:  Allen & Wanda Flatin 
11.27:  Beau & Melina Brandt 
 
 
 

11.23: Hollie Zimmerman 
11.24: Brandon Langfeld 
11.25: Tripp Meyer 
11.26: Barbara Watterud 
11.28: Wanda Dagen 
11.29: Beverly Muchow 
11.30: Toni Rose 
11.30: Randall Whitehead 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
      O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our    
salvation!  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful 
noise to him with songs of praise!  For the Lord is a great God!  [Psalm 95:1-3a] 
      In Thorton Wilder’s Pulitzer Prize winning play Our Town, the main character, 
Emily, discovers the joy of living life fully only too late.  After she is dead, she pleads 
with the spirits to allow her to return and look in on one day of her life, one last 
time.  She chooses the day of her 12th birthday.   
     At first, Emily rejoices as she watches her parents and others from her childhood, 
but her happiness quickly turns to pain as she realizes how little people appreciate 
the simple activities of life.  At one point she says, “all that was going on, and we 
never noticed. . . It goes so fast.  We don’t have time to look at one another.”  The 
recognition proves too painful for her, and she realizes that every moment of life 
should be treasured.  Her parting words were, “Good-bye!  Good-bye world.     
Good-bye Grover’s corners . . . Mama and Papa.  Good-bye to clocks ticking . . . and 
Mama’s sunflowers, and food and coffee. And even ironed dresses and hot baths . . .  
sleeping and waking up.  O earth, you’re too wonderful for anybody to realize you.”  
She stoops, hesitates, and asks with tears in her eyes, “Do any human beings ever 
realize life while they live it?  Eh? . . . every minute?” 
     I’m guessing, none of us do, . . . not fully, not every minute.  And, because of this, 
we don’t give thanks to the One who gave us this world and everything and        
everyone in it.  We don’t give him thanks every minute for every minute—and as a 
result, life is less than it could be and should be. 
     Friends, Jesus came among us to change all that.  The Holy Spirit, even now, is 
working in us, to make us more alive every day.  One of the marks of our spiritual 
growth is an expanding awareness of the glories of our everyday experience—a 
growing sense of how truly precious and miraculous the ordinary is. 
     The holiday of Thanksgiving is a lot of things to a lot of people; but most espe-
cially, it is an opportunity for us to remind ourselves how truly blessed we are, and 
then to give thanks to the One who has blessed us so. 
   
Take care and God bless! 
 
Pastʝɠ Rʋnʏɨ  
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New Life Lutheran Church 
September 10, 2025 Unapproved minutes  

NLLC council met on September 10th at 6:30 pm.  Members  
present:  Heather Nelson, Stephanie CurƟs, Jessica Nelson, Steph 
Olson, Marlowe Rasmusson, Pastor Randy Whitehead, Heather 
Reber, Jessi Lehn, Renae Froslie, Brad Schmidt, and Lora Ryan. 
 1.0 Approval of agenda: MoƟon to approve the agenda was 
made by Steph Olson, seconded by Jessi Lehn.  MoƟon carried. 
2.0 Approval of August Council minutes: MoƟon to approve the 
council minutes made by Jessica Nelson, seconded by Steph  
Olson. MoƟon carried. 
 3.0 Treasurer’s report August 2025: MoƟon to approve the  
financial statement made by Jessi Lehn, seconded by Stephanie 
CurƟs. MoƟon carried.   
4.0 Ongoing business:  
 4.1 Area Strategy update: No update. 
 4.2 Staff reviews: We successfully completed one staff 
review prior to this council meeƟng.  There were more        
scheduled following the September meeƟng.   
 4.3 Daycare Update: EDA applied for a community 
grant through Park Region.  The EDA could possibly help with the 
money upfront and reimburse themselves with fundraisers if the 
money is needed sooner and/or the grant money doesn’t come 
through.  The next step would be for the fire marshal to come 
into the building to see what changes are needed prior to the 
architect doing what they need with the building plans.     
5.0 New business:  

5.1 Correspondence: None 
 5.2 Upcoming events: 

September 14th - Pig Roast 
September 15th - Lions Club MeeƟng 
September 17th - ConfirmaƟon Student & Parents 
September 24th & 28th - First Communion Class 
October 5th - First Communion CelebraƟon 
October 8th & 12th - 3rd Grade Bible Class 
October 26th (ReformaƟon Sunday) - 3rd Grade Bible 
PresentaƟon  

 5.3 CommiƩee Night Review: This event went 
well.  There was a lot of great discussion within the commiƩees 
as well as between the commiƩees.  
 5.4 Summer 2026 Mission Trip: Pastor Randy wants 
permission to go ahead and start planning the next mission 
trip.  OpƟons for desƟnaƟons are Niagara Falls, Nashville, TN or 
Wilmington, NC.  He would like to have older kids help decide on 
the desƟnaƟon.  He would like to fundraise enough funds so that 
the students only need $350 out of pocket.  Pastor Randy likes to 
use Youth Works to go through to help with planning.  Council 
has approved his request.       
   

6.0 Pastor’s report:  
· There were 3 funerals/memorials/graveside services since 
August council meeƟng 
· The All-CommiƩee Night was on Aug. 20th and went well  
· Thanks to all that helped at the Barnesville Food Pantry.   
· Council approved Pastor Randy to plan a Summer 2026   
Mission Trip.  The students interested in going will help pick the 
desƟnaƟon 

· Pastor Randy purchased biblical puppets to begin puppet        
ministry 
· John Reber has been in contact with Park Region Telephone 
about the Summit Fire ProtecƟon signal not geƫng through.  There is 
an issue at this Ɵme and they are working on fixing it. 
· The church has received a proposal for a new copier from       
Liberty.  Marco is currently drawing up a proposal.  Our current     
contract with Marco ends in December 2025 
· The NW MN Fall Theological Conference is September 14th-16th 
and costs $400 to aƩend.  Pastor Randy is not going to aƩend this 
year. 
· An Energy Assessment Report was prepared for NLLC  by OƩer 
Tail Power Company.  A rebate was filled out by Renae and sent 
in.  We have already made the updates they suggested and are     
running efficiently.  
Pastor Randy has put together “Offering Snippets” to be shared prior 
to receiving offer at church services.  This pracƟce is suggested in 
stewardship resources, and was suggested by Rebel (from the Synod 
Staff) when he met with her last month.  
 
7.0 Youth Director’s report:   
· Sunday school is up in running.   
· Jess will be helping with Sunday School music and will have 
someone teach her class on the Sunday’s that she is helping with 
that.   
· 5th & 6th graders will meet twice a month on Wednesday eve-
nings 
Pig Roast will be the big event for September for the youth and their 
families 
 
8.0 AdministraƟve Assistant’s Report: Lori is working on the October 
newsleƩer.  She’s helping with the Sunday School RegistraƟons    
9.0 NLLC FoundaƟon report: No report  
10.0 CommiƩee reports:  

Worship & Music (Jessica):  
· Working on geƫng more people signed up to be readers.  They 
are planning to put a sign-up sheet with the confirmaƟon informaƟon 
that is going to confirmaƟon students and their families 
· November 9th will be a Veteran’s Day Church service.  The    
Worship & Music commiƩee has started working on details for this 
service along with the Community Care CommiƩee.  
· November 15th will be the Pine Pot Class.  MeeƟng at 8:30 at the 
church and the class is at 10:00 am in Barnesville 
· Harvest FesƟval - November 23rd - Soup and Sandwich meal.  Jen 
Honer is working on the meal details.  There will be a write-up in the 
October newsleƩer regarding Harvest FesƟval.  There will also be 
hayrides, acƟviƟes for kids during the meal and a pie aucƟon.   
· Thanksgiving Community Worship will be that evening at 6:30 
pm with pie and coffee prior to the service  
· Poinseƫa Ordering will happen again this year through Petals 
from the Heart - Jen Honer is working on this and the cost will be  
similar to last year.  Orders need to be in by the end of October for 
the poinseƫa. 

ConƟnued on next page. 9 
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New Life Lutheran Church 
September 10, 2025 Unapproved minutes  

· Heather Reber will work on a Christmas Choir Sign up  
There is some memorial money that is going to go towards a 
new cross and a fish for the carriage in the sanctuary.  If there is 
money leŌ over, we are looking to purchase a second wireless 
head set for the church   

 EducaƟon (Steph Olson):   
· Rally Sunday was September 7th.   
· There are people willing to help teach at Sunday 
school.  They don’t want to be commiƩed to each week but are 
willing to come in when they can.  Going to use the Remind app 
for communicaƟng with parents/families for Sunday School    
· Christmas Program will be December 7th, and December 
14th will be a back-up date 
Kids will sing on the 2nd Sunday of each month 

 Youth (Brad Schmidt):   
· Pig Roast on September 14th from 5-7 pm 
There are more items on the horizon, but focusing on geƫng the 
Pig Roast at this Ɵme 

 Community Care CommiƩee (Joyce):   
· They have made Birthday Bags 
· They are working on Veteran’s Day Church Service 
They are planning the “Feed the Farmers” meal 
 
 

 Church Property (Marlowe):   
·  No bill on the coffee pot yet 
Marlowe has worked on cleaning up the landscaping  

 Stewardship (Steph CurƟs):   
· Sent a leƩer as a year-end reminder for giving pledges  
· Working on fall campaign leƩer - going out at the end of October 
There will be 2 classes set up through Thrivent - One for young parents 
for debt pay off, college planning, etc.  The other class would be for   
reƟrement, estate planning, giving, etc.    

11.0 Adjournment: Steph Olson will do snacks for November. The 
meeƟng ended with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:08 pm. The next meeƟng is on 
November 12th at 6:30 pm.  A moƟon to adjourn was made by Steph 
Olson and second by Jessica Nelson.  
 
Respecƞully submiƩed, 
Heather Reber 
  
 

September 2025 Giving Outlook 

Scan the QR code to 
give to New Life     

Lutheran Church 
online! 

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

 

September 2025  
 

        September Income   $12,190.91 
 

        September Expenses ($19,601.27) 
 

        September Net Loss        ($7,410.36) 

September 14 $1,365.00 

$2,021.00 September 21 

September 28 $907.00 

  

Week Giving 

  

E-giving $1,755.00 

Goal: $15,684.00 
  

Total: ($5,158.25 

September 7 $4,477.75 

Total: $10,525.75 
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The following is a list of our members who are either in a nursing home or are homebound.  We         
understand that during this time you may not be able to stop by, but a phone call may go a long ways!  
You can always call ahead and see if a visit would be welcomed.  If you know of someone who should 
be on this list, please call Lori at the church office at: (218) 867-6557. 
 

Joy Toso ~ 215 Skogmo Blvd # 203 
  Fergus Falls, MN 
 
Harold Larson ~ 1131 S. Mabelle Ave Room C-205  
 Fergus Falls, MN (Pioneer Care) 
 
Obert Aaberg ~ 803 Mill St. Apt # 100 
  Fergus Falls, MN 56537 
 
Betty Magnusson ~ 1131 S Mabelle Ave Room C206-1 
  Fergus Falls (218-736-8824) 
 
Lonny Western ~ 117 E Hilltop Dr. Fergus Falls  
  (218-739-5613) 
 
Charlene Boe ~ 1307 S Mabelle Ave  
  Fergus Falls 
 
 

Grow old along with me , the best is yet to be. 

Elaine Amundson - 211 E. Mill Ave #200 
 Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
 

Margaret Brenden ~ 1500 7th St. S #4212 
 Moorhead, MN 56560  
           (218-284-9114) 
 

Linda Froslie ~ 512 3rd Ave S. Room A-2 
 Moorhead, MN 56560  
           (218-233-1535) 
 
Dorothy Knutson ~ 2401 11th St. S # 323 
 Moorhead, MN 56560 
 
Karol Brusven ~ 3102 S University Dr 
 Fargo, ND 58103 

Mission quilters will  be meeting on 
Wednesday,  November 12th from  

10:00 am to 2:00 pm.   
Please bring a sack lunch. 

What: Pine Pot Class 
When: 11/15/2025 at 10:00 am 

Where: Thompson Greenery, 
Barnesville, MN 

Cost: $54.99 includes pot,  
noble fir top, 

 assorted green fillers, and  
use of tools.  

 
****Additional decorations will be 

available for purchase. 
 

Join us for coffee, treats and  
fellowship at NLLC at 8:30am! We 
plan to leave for Barnesville from 

the church at 9:40am. 
Contact Jen Honer for more  

information: 
218-731-9432 

The Mission Quilters will be 
making quilts for the SalvaƟon 
Army Christmas toy shop     
families. Twin size is usually the 
most popular size, but they 
have babies/toddlers signed up 
who can use smaller ones as 
well as teenagers who have full 

or queen beds. If you want to help out; leave 
donaƟons in the quilt closet.  
 
Deadline for donaƟons is December 14th. 
 
QuesƟons: call Mary Brandt at 218.867.2693. 
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🎄 Christmas Choir Announcement 🎶 
We want YOU to join us in singing a Christmas choir piece this season! 
The choir will sing during the services on: 
· Sunday, December 21st 
· Wednesday, December 24th (Christmas Eve) 
If you're only available for one of the performances, that's perfectly fine— 
we'd sƟll love to have you parƟcipate! 
A sign-up sheet will be available for all who are interested.  
More informaƟon and details to come regarding pracƟces dates and Ɵmes. 
Let’s make a joyful noise together this Christmas! ✨ 

CARE Committee with Worship & Music 
 
Honoring Veterans:  Sunday Nov. 9, 2025 
 
Please join us for coffee and visiting! 
 
Pictures of our Veterans will be on display in the Heritage room. With  
veterans being honored during the service. 
 
Special music: Nathaniel Fronning will be leading us in music. Sunday 
School will also be singing. 
 
Just note about Nathaniel, his Great Grandma was Harriet (Opsahl) Fronning related to Harry & David 
Opsahl! So, he has a tie to the Rothsay area. 
 
Upcoming event: 
 
December Goody Christmas bags. Deadline for bake goods is Sunday December 14th.  

Christma Poinsettias 
      Hono you love one thi holida easo 
wit  poinsetti. W wil b takin order  
Novembe 2n throug Novembe 30t.   
 
Orde form wil b outsid th fellowshi hal o 
availabl i th churc offic. 
 
Cos o th poinsettia i $18.o. 
 
Pleas mak al check payabl t Ne Lif 
Luthera Churc. Name wil b place i th 
bulleti o Christma Ev. Poinsettia ma be    
take hom afte churc o Christma Ev o 
mus b picke u b Decembe 31s.   
 
Pleas contac Jennife Hone wit an  
question - 218-731-9432 

GraƟtude in AcƟon: A Hearƞelt Thank You 
 
Thanks to the incredible generosity of the 
members of New Life Lutheran Church, the 
Women’s Group was able to make and     
donate the following items on Tuesday,   
October 21st: 
 

-32 LayeƩes 
-8 Health Kits 
-15 School Kits 
-14 Quilts 

 
In addiƟon to these donaƟons, the group 
also made a meaningful stop at the local 
homeless shelter to offer support and    
compassion. 
 
Your kindness conƟnues to make a real 
difference in the lives of others. Thank you 
for being the hands and heart of service! 


